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his mind some new maxim of an interior life. From thus employing his
thoughts on the saints, studying to copy their virtues, and affectionately
and devoutly honouring them in God, he happily passed to their glorious
society, eternally to enjoy God with them, on the i6th of December in 875,
having been bishop fifteen years, three months. He is honoured in the
church of Vienne, and named in the Roman Martyrology on this day.

This mortal life is a pilgrimage, full of labours, hardships, and perils,
through an inhospitable desert, amidst numberless bypaths, and abounding
with howling wild beasts.   Amidst these, one only narrow path, which
seems beset with briers and thorns and is trodden by a small number of
courageous souls, leads to happiness; and amongst those who enter upon
it, many in every part fall out of it into some or other of the devious tracts
and windings which terminate in destruction.    Amidst these alarming
dangers we have a sure guide; the light of divine revelation safely points
out to us the strait way, and Christ bids us follow him, walk by his spirit,
carefully tread in his steps, and keep always close to his direction*   If ever
we forsake his divine guidance, we lose and bewilder ourselves.   He is
" the way, the truth, and the life."   Many saints have followed this rule
and escaped all dangers, who seem to cry out to us, " This is the right way:
walk you in it," The example of a God made man for us is the greatest
model which we are bound continually to study in his divine life and
precepts.    Those who in all stations in the world have copied his holy
maxims and conduct sweetly invite us to this imitation of our divine
original; every one of them cries out to us with St Paul, " Be ye followers
of me, as I also am of Christ."   Their example, if always placed before
our eyes, will withhold us from being hurried away by the torrent of the
world and its pernicious maxims;  and the remembrance of their heroic
conflicts, and the sight of the crowns they now enjoy, will be our comfort
and support.   What can give us greater joy in this valley of tears than to
think often on the bliss which these glorious conquerors already possess,
and on the means by which they attained to it?   We ourselves press close
after them, and even now are not far from the same glory, for we live
on the borders of it.

The following feasts ate celebrated on December 16:

St ADALBERT, Bishop of Madgeburg:   ST A0o, Archbishop of Vienne, 875:  ST
ST BEANUS, Bishop : and ST FLANNAN, Bishop of Killaloe in the seventh centoxy, is
in the Dioceses of Ireland OB this date.